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June 15, 2020,  

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I hope you and your family are doing well!   

On Tuesday, June 9, 2020, Governor Northam made an announcement relating to the 
reopening of Virginia schools this fall.    As Governor Northam announced on Tuesday, schools 
will reopen this fall, but instruction will look very different.  We would like to summarize the 
phases:   

Phase 1 

Presently, throughout the spring, the state has been in Phase 1, with continued closures but 
with the possibility of face-to-face work with certain students with disabilities.  On June 5, 2020, 
most of the state entered Phase 2.    

Phase 2 

For schools, Phase 2 will allow (but does not require) 

 The limited reopening of services focusing on students receiving special education 
services, those with special learning needs, and our youngest students (preK-grade 3).  

 Staggered small-group face-to-face gatherings that still follow social distancing 
measures:   

 Groups of students stay together with the same teacher throughout the day, and groups 
do not mix.   

 Students remain at least 6’ apart in the classroom, and do not share objects.    

 In this phase, most students would be served by distance learning programs.  

 Phase 2 also allows for resuming modified sports practices. 

 Daily Health and Temperatures Screening 

 Staff members must wear a mask unless able to teach from at least a 6 foot distance 

 Masks for students are recommended 

Phase 3 

When we reach Phase 3, schools would be allowed: 

 To offer additional in-person instruction to all students following the limits and guidelines 
that the state has or will issue.  



 To implement staggered approach allowing students to return to school in groups, 
perhaps taking turns to attend school one or two days a week.  

 This would be a hybrid approach that will combine face-to-face and distance learning.  

 Some age groups or families may need or choose to continue full-time distance 
learning.  

 Phase 3 might be in place for August.  

 Again, the possibilities that are outlined in Phase 3 are allowed but not required; some 
school divisions may decide to stay at Phase 2.  The emphasis in Phase 2 and Phase 3 
will be social distancing and hygiene.   

Beyond Phase 3 may become our “new normal” until the risks are significantly diminished, such 
as when a vaccine is developed and in widespread use. Of course, at any time, we may be 
required to return to an earlier phase to contain the virus. Individual school divisions may 
choose to stay in Phase 1 or 2 even as the state gives options for opening schools. 

Transportation will be another area that will significantly impact how we begin school in the fall.  
The guidance indicates that:   

 Distances will need to be created between children on school buses:  seat children one 
child per row, skip rows. 

 Training drivers on the protocols and expectations 

 Provide PPE for drivers 

 Cleaning/Disinfecting must be conducted after every run.  

Coming Soon: Survey 

As we consider Phase 2 and Phase 3 scenarios for the fall, we need to hear from our staff, 
families, and students. We are developing a survey that will help us understand your ideas and 
hear your feedback.   For our parents, we want your feedback on these issues: 

 If face-to-face instruction is allowed, would you want your family to participate, or would 
you prefer your child to continue remote learning? 

 Could you provide your own transportation so that we can give limited school bus 
spaces to students who are in need? 

While individual staff and families will answer such questions differently, we hope to be able to 
serve everyone better based on the responses. 

Thanks in advance for your patience and support!  We understand that the reopening of schools 
in the fall will bring a new set of challenges and obstacles for our children, our parents and 
families.  Together, we will work through the COVID-19, and determine the best course of action 
to provide an equitable education to our children.   

Best regards, 

Haydee L. Robinson, Division Superintendent  



 


